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VIP Visits St. Paul’s!

Early March saw some very special
visitors to St. Paul'’s, attracting
people from miles around. A small
flock of Scandinavian Waxwings
were spotted within the trees
around St. Paul’s. In winter the
birds feed in tight flocks, which
take part in ‘feeding frenzies'. The
whole flock may spend a great deal
of time at the top of a tall tree
calling out loudly. Then, as if at a
signal, they will descend ‘en masse’
into a bush full of berries, feed
like crazy for a few minutes, then
suddenly return to their tree top
vantage point. Jon Taverner, one
of the visiting ‘twitchers’, took this
stunning photo of one of our very
welcome visitors.
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This spring you wont fail to
notice dramatic changes to
St. Paul's. Members of our
church community have
been working hard during
autumn and winter
developing the grounds.
After last years ‘Good
enough for God’' campaign it
was clear many people
shared a desire to improve
St. Paul’s surroundings.

Ivan Leigh decided to look
into what help might be
available from Bolton
Council. Crompton
councillor Sufrana Bashir-
Ismail became involved and
a grant was given to St.
Paul’s of £500. Bolton
Council also donated 500
daffodil bulbs, with the
proviso church members
planted bulbs for them in
return. The group eagerly
agreed!

Twelve members of St.
Paul’'s community group
plus all our area councillors
duly planted over 1000
bulbs in the park on Andrew
Lane. If you happen to be
passing when the daffodils
are in full bloom they may

even be seen to spell out St.
Paul’s church! Staff from
the council’s nursery at
Heaton Fold have also
visited St. Paul’s and
offered invaluable advice to
the group. St. Paul's
additionally received a £250
‘winter warmer’ grant from
the council for hanging
baskets, which as you will
have seen, have been
brightening our recent cold
snap up no end!

Dozens of church members
have been helping with this
project. Come rain or shine,
Friday mornings have seen
a hardy group of volunteers
clearing, digging, pruning
and planting. From small
beginnings, more and more
people became involved.

The enthusiasm shown by
everyone involved is truly
inspiring. The hope is that
the whole community will
be able to visit St. Paul’s
and it's beautiful
surroundings and enjoy a
valuable space for peaceful
contemplation.




1st December Ernie Smith (66)
2nd December Jean Roberts (92)
14th December Jack Pollitt (72)
21st December Phyllis Easdon (67)
21st December Ivy Pilling (91)

23rd December Alfred Swailes (85)
30th December Alice Close (82)
4th January Malcolm Wilkinson (77)
8th January Adam Littleford (43)
11th December Eric Garland (76)
12th January Mary Varley (74)

20th January Maisie Fleming (84)
22nd January Marjorie Rogers (89)
10th February Eveline Webster (83)
16th February Audrey Slater (79)
18th February Alex Davies (40)
19th February Magda Brendel (87)
25th February Edith Lomax (93)

3rd March Betty Oakley (87)

The St. Paul's walking group got
together in August of last year.
They meet on Saturday or Sunday
for walks between three and six
miles. Walks offer something for
everyone; hilly terrain and flat,
woods and moors, rivers and
reservoirs.

Previous walks have included
some of the most picturesque
areas in which we live. The group
has many favourite walks
including; Rivington and Two
Lads Hill, over Monton Green and
through Worsley Woods, Hoghton
Tower, Anglezarke Reservoir,
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Welcome!

Welcome to the new format
St. Paul's magazine, although
calling it a Spring edition feels
optimistic given the terrible
weather we have been
experiencing! The snow did
however, bring out some of
the best aspects of
community, with people
helping one another out and
neighbours finding time to
talk to one another.

The purpose of the magazine
is to communicate more
efficiently all that is going on
at St. Paul's. Each edition will
aim to focus on one or two
aspects of church life,
celebrate good things that are
happening and look ahead to
what is coming up. It aims to
be both informative and an
enjoyable read.

Belmont and the Blue Lagoon,
Moses Gate Country Park and
Edgworth Village Heritage Trail.

We hope that you like it, and
pass it on to others and so
help to spread the message
that the church is very much
alive in Astley Bridge,
working for the community
and sharing the good news of
all that God has done for us in
Jesus Christ.

Andy.

The walking group make everyone

feel welcome whether they are
avid walkers or not. The length,

time and type of terrain is always

noted previously—no surprise
vertical ascents included! The
group have followed many
beautiful trails and would love
you to join them on one of their
next walks.

If you would like any more
information Margaret Halliday

would be delighted to hear from you.

Palm Sunday March 28th
9am & 10.30am

Maundy Thursday 1st April
7.30pm

Good Friday 2nd April
10.30am

Easter Sunday 4th April
9am & 10.30am

Annie Hadfield
Abigail Garthwaite

Rowan Williams

Lewis Williams-Haynes

Lola-Jo Stuart

Isabel Greenhalgh




